
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
September 6, 2018

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Nicholas Pascale, Carmela Patrick, Sean Porter, 
James Rudzinski, Mary Jo Christenson, Bennett 
Whitlock

MEMBERS ABSENT: Scott Hepburn, Sheyna Nicole Burt

STAFF PRESENT: Patrick Small, Economic Development Director

GUESTS PRESENT:         W. Patrick Pate, City Manager
Liz Via-Gossman, Community Development Director
Kelly Davis, Senior Planner

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES

In the absence of officers, Patrick Small called the meeting to order. There were no
minutes for adoption but Mr. Small noted that the MBC had convened a Community
Conversation at CenterFuse in lieu of the regularly scheduled business meeting.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Mr. Nicholas Pascale nominated Ms. Carmela Patrick for Vice-Chair which was
seconded by Ms. Mary Jo Christenson. There being no further nominations, the
members present voted unanimously to elect Ms. Patrick as Vice-Chairman.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

Ms. Patrick assumed the role of Chairman and requested that Ms. Kelly Davis, Senior
Planner, go over the results of the Community Conversation session on economic
development which had been hosted by the MBC at CenterFuse in August. Ms. Davis
called the members attention to the summary sheets from each of the 3 discussion
groups. She noted there were many similar themes surrounding key points related to
the attractiveness of the community for new businesses because of the built
environment and a welcoming attitude of the community. She also pointed to concerns
that had been expressed regarding education, housing and transportation. The
members discussed their relationships with the business community and echoed the
themes identified in the group sessions. Patrick Small noted that workforce
development and attraction had not come up but was an area he was hearing emphasis
on from local and area employers. Kelly Davis advised the members the planning
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process was ongoing and it would be several months before any draft documents would
be available for review. She stated the City was using a consultant to help pull all the
information together and that MBC would be able to review a draft of the economic
development chapter before it was sent to the Planning Commission and City Council
for approval.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.




